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The Blackboard platform provides a set of sophisticated versatile tools for student evaluation and self-evaluation. It also enables teachers and tutors to easily and intuitively handle homework assignments and corrections, provides the relative feedback to students and records each student’s results and progress.

Student evaluation and self-evaluation: the Assessment Manager.

The latest version of the Blackboard Learning System provides a wide range of functions for online test administration, either directly by tutors or as student self-evaluations. The simple intuitive interface is user-friendly and does not require any complicated Information Technology skills.

By following a step-by-step procedure using the Assessment Manager, teachers can quite easily develop assessment tests. Many question-answer formats are available: multiple choice, true/false, matching, sorting, gap-filling (e.g. in Fig. 1), open answer or short essay. The Assessment Manager provides example questions of each format in order to facilitate test construction.

Both questions and answers can include images, links, scientific notes and mathematical formulas, and may have files and external documents attached. Moreover, Blackboard provides for the possibility to store sets of questions, also by uploading external “item banks”. These item sets can be continuously updated and supplemented as well as modified later.

Once the question item bank has been created it is then possible to create tests composed of increasingly different item sets through automatic randomisation or by constructing them ad hoc for the students’ specific learning needs. Each test may be directly connected to the reference content/learning area. Each student can thus take a personalised test at a suitable stage of his/her learning process, by using a password within a time period established by the teacher. Naturally, not only is the test itself individualised but so is the relative feedback on the student’s correct answers and mistakes.
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Figure 1. An example of a gap-filling exercise in the Assessment Manager

Tasks and practice work: the Assignment Manager and Gradebook

The Blackboard Learning System allows teachers and tutors to create, handle and evaluate student homework assignments. Each student’s performance can be recorded and monitored. The Assignment Manager provides a set of tools enabling a time-saving in the organisation of papers, in the sorting and storing of files and documents, and in the uploading of files from various sources. By using the Assignment Manager, homework assignments can be given to a student when s/he is learning the contents of the relative teaching unit so that assignments and results can be linked to the specific lesson.

The homework assignments carried out and their relative assessments can easily be retrieved at any time if a teacher considers it useful during a later lesson. Any personal annotations of the teacher regarding the student’s progress can also be stored in the Gradebook, and these may be useful when assessing the student’s overall performance at the end. In this way, the student’s final assessment is not just a matter of adding together the student’s scores or average grades, but may be suitably “enlightened” by more complex and personal information, thus adding a formative type contribution to a purely summative evaluation.

[image: image2.png]E
| ot - = - D [0 43| @eeonch Calrovertes 3 |
[adtess [ g eranzal

# @ W

Courses R Jack R, Hunt Lb ot Campus Librar

[ View Spreadsheet

e | [ LT | (e (et

Sort tarne by: [Cetagary =] oo | Filter Heme by Category: [AT =] co|  Filtar Users by

StudentName (Lasi, FIrsD HWI HAZ HIVG HWH HWS GuZ Midlerm Final Alendarce Parlcipalion Jourmal

Beris, Megan w7 o515 7 |9 |8 A u F3 [
Black, Danis! 5 W W 15 B8 B+ A B 2 "
Eray, ichael o7 wom oM os B+ B+ M 2 4
Gannell Jorge W 19 12 15 B 8 |8 B ) F
Danies, Betsy B 7 5 4 w8 B 10 E "
Fall, Terience 7o 5 1 M9 A Be 2t 5 4
Jadkon, Michalle 5 W 5 14 B 7 A cr 2 P
Jenkins, Cary o9 u w8 8 D+ 1B " [
Jahrson, Adam 19 18 5 15 ¥ 9 B Az 1 4
Keamsan, Julis o8 M s B9 A A% 5 "
T 1 17 14 n B





Figure 2. The Gradebook

The Gradebook is a useful versatile tool for recording and handling each student’s assessments. The interface of this tool is user-friendly and highly flexible, with the possibility to:

· Personalise the type of grading (numbers, letters or symbols) and establish the score range corresponding to each symbol for automatic grading (e.g. 95-100 = A+).

· Sort the grades in various ways: alphabetical order based on the student’s surname or first name; increasing or decreasing order of grades; chronological order of tests; student identification number, etc.

· Simultaneously display grades, percentages and rough scores.

The Gradebook also allows working out the weighted percentages either for each student or by categories. If more sophisticated statistical analyses are required, then it is possible to download the Gradebook data to an external file to be used with specific software. It is also possible to upload data from external sources into the Gradebook.
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